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Union is more truly a state of society than that of
certain nations of Europe which live under the sam?
legislation and the same prince.
Although the Anglo-Americans have severa*
religious sects, they all regard religion in the same
manner. They are not always agreed upon the
measures which are most conducive to good govern-
ment, and they vary upon some of the forms of
government which it is expedient to adopt; but they
are unanimous upon the general principles which
ought to rule human society. From Maine to the
Floridas, and from the Missouri to the Atlantic
Ocean, the people is held to be the legitimate source
of all power. The same notions are entertained re-
specting liberty and equality, the liberty of the press
the right of association, the jury, and the responsi-
bility of the agents of Government.
If we turn from their political and religious
opinions to the moral and philosophical principles
which regulate the daily actions of life and govern
their conduct, we shall still find the same uniformity.
The Anglo-Americans acknowledge the absolute
moral authority of the reason of the community, as
they acknowledge the political authority of the mass
of citizens ; and they hold that public opinion is the
surest arbiter of what is lawful or forbidden, true or
false. The majority of them believe that a man will
be led to do what is just and good by following his
own interest rightly understood. They hold that
every man is born in possession of the right of self-
government, and that no one has the right of con-
straining his fellow-creatures to be happy. They have
all a lively faith in the perfectibility of man ; tkey
are of opinion that the effects of the diffusion of
knowledge must necessarily be advantageous, and the
consequences of ignorance fatal ; they all consider